
Luce          by Fiona Barnett 
 

Luce is an over-the-elbow pair of fingerless gloves, 
knit from the elbow up in a fishnet lace with a 
plaited seam, and named after a friend of mine who 
can only be described as chaotically elegant.  It 
combines everything I love in a project: a logical, 
memorable pattern, a little bit of cabling and a lot of 
lace, a few twisted stitches and near-breakneck 
speed.  Shaping is created with an open lace pattern 
contrasted with some twisted rib, because who 
doesn’t love a few gauge-related tricks in their 
knitting?  Luce has a lot of negative ease so don’t 
worry if you think it looks like it’s going to be too 
tight – the lace pattern has a lot of stretch to it! 

Sizes: 
Small {Medium, Large} – 4 {4½, 5}” / 10 {11½, 
13}cm wrist circumference unstretched, with 
around 2 {2½, 3}”/5 {6 ½, 8}cm negative ease. 
 

Materials: 
210 {230, 250} yds/192 {210, 230}m fingering (4 ply) yarn.  Sample knit in Old Maiden Aunt Merino 

Superwash 4 ply in ‘Midnight Owl’ (430yd/100g). 
3.5mm (US size 4) circular needle (24”/60cm or longer, for magic loop). NB: I highly recommend one 

circular needle (or two, if you prefer) as opposed to DPNs for this project.  The lace pattern is such that with DPNs 
you’d have to keep rearranging the stitches across the needles every other row. 

Cable needle (optional, if you prefer to cable without one) 
Stitch marker to mark beginning of round (optional) 

Gauge: 
In stocking stitch, 27 stitches = 4 inches 

Abbreviations: 
C2F: Slip 1 stitch to cable needle, hold to front of 

work.  K1, then k1 stitch from cable needle. 
C2B: Slip 1 stitch to cable needle, hold to back of 

work.  K1, then k1 stitch from cable needle. 
C2BP: Slip 1 stitch to cable needle, hold to back of 

work.  P1, then p1 stitch from cable needle. 
k: knit 
k2tog: knit two stitches together 
k3tog: knit three stitches together 
p: purl 
RS: right side of work 
ssk: slip two stitches knitwise, then purlwise back to 

the left needle, then knit them together through the 
back loop 

st(s): stitch(es) 
tbl: through the back loop 
WS: wrong side of work 
yo: yarn over needle 



Lace pattern: 

Size small: 
Row 1: [k2tog, yo twice, ssk] 4 times 
Row 2: (on RS) [k1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, k1] 4 times 
  (on WS) [p1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, p1] 4 times 
Row 3: k2, [k2tog, yo twice, ssk] 3 times, k2 
Row 4: (on RS) k2, [k1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, k1] 3 times, k2 
  (on WS) p2, [p1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover*, p1] 3 times, p2 

Size medium: 
Row 1: [k2tog, yo twice, ssk] 4 times, k2 
Row 2: (on RS) [k1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, k1] 4 times, k2 
  (on WS) p2, [p1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, p1] 4 times 
Row 3: k2, [k2tog, yo twice, ssk] 4 times 
Row 4: (on RS) k2, [k1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, k1] 4 times 
  (on WS) [p1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, p1] 4 times, p2 

Size large: 
Row 1: [k2tog, yo twice, ssk] 5 times 
Row 2: (on RS) [k1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, k1] 5 times 
  (on WS) [p1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, p1] 5 times 
Row 3: k2, [k2tog, yo twice, ssk] 4 times, k2 
Row 4: (on RS) k2, [k1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover, k1] 4 times, k2 
  (on WS) p2, [p1, *k1, p1* into double yarnover*, p1] 4 times, p2 

Cable pattern: 
Row 1: C2F, k1 
Row 2: (RS) k1, C2B 
  (WS) C2BP, p1 

Sewn bind off: 
Break yarn, leaving a tail at least 3 times longer than the edge you are binding off. Thread yarn tail on a 

tapestry needle. 
*Draw tapestry needle through first 2 sts on knitting needle purlwise, bring tapestry needle around 

front of second st on knitting needle and draw back through first st knitwise, drop first st from 
knitting needle. Repeat from * until all sts are bound off. 

 

DIRECTIONS 

With 3.5mm needles, picot cast on 36{40, 44} sts (*cable cast on 4, bind off 2, slip remaining 1 st from 
right needle to left needle, repeat from * until there are 36 {40, 44} sts on needles).  Join in the 
round. 

Section 1 – cuff (elbow): 
Round 1: k1 tbl, k to end. 
Round 2: k1 tbl, p to end. 

Repeat rounds 1 and 2 five times more (12 rounds in total). 

Section 2 – lace and cable: 
Set up round: k1 tbl, work first row of lace pattern, work first row of cable pattern, repeat first row of 

lace pattern. 

Next round: k1 tbl, work next row of lace pattern, work next row of cable pattern, repeat next row of 
lace pattern. 



Work the lace and cable patterns in this manner until work measures 8 inches unstretched from the 
beginning of section 2, ending in lace pattern row 2 or 4.  This can be longer if you would prefer a 
longer glove.  (The sample was knit with 22 repeats of the lace pattern.) 

Section 3 – rib and cable: 
Next round: K1 tbl, [p1, k1 tbl] 8 {9, 10} times, work next row of cable pattern, [k1 tbl, p1] 8 {9, 10} 

times. 

Repeat this round for a further 2½ inches, 
or desired length until the top of the wrist. 

Section 4 – thumb set up and cable: 
Next round: k1 tbl, work first row of lace 
pattern, work next row of cable pattern, 
repeat first row of lace pattern. 

Next round: k1 tbl, work next row of lace 
pattern, work next row of cable pattern, 
repeat next row of lace pattern. 

Continue in pattern for 2 more rounds 
(total 4 rounds in this section). 

Section 5 – thumb hole and cable: 
This section is worked back and forth to 
create a gap for the thumb. 

Set up row: sizes Small {Large}: (RS) k3tog, yo twice, ssk, [k2tog, yo twice, ssk] 3 {4} times, work 
next row of cable pattern, work first row of lace pattern, turn.  (35 {43} sts.) 

 size Medium: (RS) k3tog, yo twice, ssk, [k2tog, yo twice, ssk] 3 times, k2, work next row of cable 
pattern, work first row of lace pattern, turn.  (39 sts.) 

Next row: (WS) work next row of lace pattern, work next row of cable pattern, repeat next row of lace 
pattern, turn. 

Next row: (RS) work next row of lace pattern, work next row of cable pattern, repeat next row of lace 
pattern, turn. 

Work these two rows for an inch and a half more or to just above the thumb, ending with a WS row. 

Section 6 - hand: 
Return to knitting in the round, rejoining at the end of the first round. 

Round 1: p to end 
Round 2: k to end 

Repeat rounds 1 and 2 four times more (10 rounds in total). 

Bind off using sewn bind off or stretchy bind off of your choice. 

Finishing: 
Repeat all instructions to make another glove.  Block lightly to open out lace, and weave in ends. 

 

Photography: Fearn Sobers, Sarah Bartram.  Technical editor: Liz Burton. 
With thanks to all my test knitters, the Ravelry Free Pattern Testers group, and my mum, Julia. 

© Fiona Barnett 2010.  All elements of this pattern, written and graphic, are copyright and the property of the designer.  You 
may use it for your own personal, non-commercial use.  Please do not reproduce this pattern, redistribute or sell the pattern or 

finished object from it without my prior permission.  Thanks, and enjoy knitting Luce! 


